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Use. Written notice is the main federal-facing protection a private contact site has. It tells the 
responsible agencies, before anything happens, where the site is, what it is for, and what rules 
govern it, and it asks them to state any objection. If a craft or occupant is later attacked or seized at 
or near the site, the notice shows that the agencies knew the site was peaceful, which supports 
habeas petitions (Forms F1-1, F1-2), claims against contractors, congressional oversight, and pre-
enforcement challenges (Form F3-1). Send the same letter, adapted, to each recipient listed below.

When to use. Before a host’s site opens and before any public announcement, and again whenever 
the site’s boundaries or rules change. Not for: Requests for permission, which the letter 
deliberately does not make, or any communication that claims to bind the agencies.

Deadlines. None by law. The letter asks for a response within 30 days.

https://nhilaw.com/forms/f3-1.html


[Host letterhead]

[Date]

By email and certified mail, return receipt requested

[Administrator, Federal Aviation Administration, 800 Independence Avenue SW, Washington, DC 
20591]
[with a copy to the FAA Office of the Chief Counsel]

[Secretary of War, 1000 Defense Pentagon, Washington, DC 20301]
[with copies to the General Counsel of the Department of War and the Commander, North American 
Aerospace Defense
Command and United States Northern Command]

cc: [Chair and Ranking Member of each congressional committee listed in Schedule 2: armed 
services, intelligence,
commerce or transportation, and judiciary]

Re: Notice of a private peaceful contact site at [location]

Dear [Administrator / Secretary]:

[Host organization], a [nonprofit corporation organized under the laws of (State)], gives notice that 
it operates a private site at [address or legal description; coordinates of each boundary point] (the 
“Site”) for peaceful meeting, observation, and communication between human beings and non-
human intelligences, for scientific, educational, and humanitarian purposes.

1. The Site and its location. The Site consists of [__] acres of land that [Host / its affiliate] [owns / 
holds under a lease expiring (date)]. A map and the boundary coordinates are enclosed. To our 
knowledge, the Site lies outside all prohibited, restricted, and national defense airspace and is [__] 
miles from the nearest military installation. If any part of the Site, or the airspace above it, lies 
within an area established under 49 U.S.C. §40103(b)(3) or near a facility or asset designated under 
10 U.S.C. §130i, we ask that you tell us so that we can adjust the Site’s boundaries.

2. Peaceful purpose and rules. The Site is governed by the enclosed Host’s Declaration, Site 
Charter, and Code of Conduct. In summary: no weapons; no seizure, restraint, or harm of any visitor 
or craft; no samples or data taken without consent; no negotiation on behalf of any government; 
review of technical information before release; and public reporting of every arrival, departure, 
meeting, and act of interference. The Host speaks only for itself and claims no sovereignty, 
immunity, or authority to act for the United States.

3. Observation. The Site is observed and recorded continuously. Records are copied daily to 
independent custodians and are preserved for [10] years. Accredited academic and press observers 
may be present.

4. Request. We ask that you:
(a) inform us within 30 days of any objection to the Site’s operation, any law or regulation you 
believe it violates, and any airspace restriction that applies to it;
(b) ensure that any craft at or approaching the Site that poses no imminent threat to persons is not 



subjected to force, seizure, or interference, and that no occupant is detained; and
(c) designate an official with whom the Host may communicate about the Site in an emergency.

5. Interference. The Host will report publicly, and to the recipients of this letter, any act of 
interference at or near the Site by any person. If any visitor to the Site is taken into custody by any 
person, the Host intends to seek relief in court on the visitor’s behalf.

6. Preservation. Please preserve all records concerning the Site, this letter, and any activity of your 
department, its components, or its contractors at or near the Site from the date of this letter, 
including sensor data, communications, and records of any engagement or recovery.

We would welcome a meeting. Please direct any response to [name, title, address, email, telephone].

Sincerely,

[Name]
[Title]
[Host organization]

Enclosures: Map and boundary coordinates; Host’s Declaration, Site Charter, and Code of Conduct 
(Form F7-3); list
of congressional recipients (Schedule 2).
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Drafting notes

• Notice, not permission. The letter states facts and asks for objections; it does not ask for 
approval, which the agencies could refuse and which no statute requires for peaceful use of 
private land. A separate FAA petition for rulemaking under 14 C.F.R. §11.61 may be filed if 
the Host wants a formal record of a proposed airspace action.

• AARO. A copy may be sent to the All-domain Anomaly Resolution Office for completeness, 
but do not rely on it for protection or accurate information (Issue A3).

• Paragraph 4(b) asks for restraint; it is not a demand the agencies must meet. Its value is 
the record it creates.

• Proof of delivery. Keep the certified-mail receipts and email confirmations with the Site’s 
records.

• Classified information. Do not include classified information or describe any program 
from classified sources.

• Related: Issue F7, F2, F3; Forms F7-3, F1-1, F1-2, F3-1, D4-1.

https://nhilaw.com/issues/f7.html
https://nhilaw.com/issues/a3.html
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